
New Earswick Nature Reserve Waterside Tree Trail.

This walk along the waterside of the Nature Reserve highlights some of the interesting British
native shrubs and trees and gives delightful views over the water.

After entering through the main gate walk straight ahead
towards  the  old  brick  pond  where  you  see  a  fishing
platform and a memorial bench. To the left of the bench
is  a  grassed area with  logs.  This  is  home to  an Ash,
Black Poplar and Holly

Follow the narrow path on left hand side alongside the
water's edge. Here you will find  a delightful mixture of
small trees and shrubs on both sides of the narrow path.
There  are  many  different  native  British  trees:  Alder,
Aspen, Bramble, Beech, Bird Cherry, Blackthorn, Cherry,
Dogwood, Elder,  Field Maple, Hawthorne, Hazel, Holly,
Honeysuckle,  Wild  Rose,  Lime,  Laurel,  Sycamore,
Medlar,   Mountain  Ash,  Sweet  Chestnut,  Strawberry
Tree, Willow and Yew.

The path takes you past the remains of the water pump
where you can read more of its history. Also included in
this under store of smaller trees and bushes are some
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larger specimen trees  such as  Ash, Horse Chestnut and Sycamore. Near the signboard for
“New Earswick Education Reserve Private Land”  you will see a fine Silver Birch with its
very distinctive bark .

Take  the  path  which  bears  to  the  right  and
depending on the season you will be able to see
an  array  of  wild  flowers,  at  this  point  you  can
examine in some detail the evergreen Yew. Take
extra care since its leaves, flowers, fruit and bark
are all poisonous.

Do make a point of crossing the bridge onto the island where one of the most important
habitats of the Reserve is found in the ancient Weeping Willow community.

The decaying hollow trees with the additional birdboxes provide homes to an array of  insect,
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fungi and bird species. A well-positioned bench allows you to enjoy looking across the water.
Also on the island there are some good specimens of Alder, Scots Pine and Larch.
Return to the waterside path and turn right to follow the outer perimeter metal fence. The
trees  near  the  fence  on  your  right  have  been  heavily  pruned  but  it  does  give  an  ideal
opportunity to touch and examine closely the bark, flowers, fruit, and leaves of all the species
as you walk along the path whatever the season. Additional points to look out for are lichen,
mosses, bracket fungi, decaying logs, nest boxes and nests near the water's edge.

In some cases, the trees have their roots in the water and are very mature specimens. It
would be interesting to know the exact age - judging by height and trunk diameter they were
possibly growing on the site when the brick pond
was in use over 100 years ago.

These  mature  trees  near  the  water's  edge
include  Alder,  Oak,  Whitebeam,  Lime,  Scots
Pine,  Finnish  Whitebeam,  Hornbeam,  Ash,
Rowan, Goat Willow,

The path continues towards the Heligoland trap
used for  bird  monitoring  The path  then curves
around towards the right  where a wooden bird
hide is situated. 

Lift your gaze to the sky and note the tallest trees
of  the  Reserve  and  see  a  groups  of  three
Lombardy Poplar. Although not good specimens
they do provide a valuable feature and perch for
many birds and insects and improve biodiversity.
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There is some evidence that the Reserve was
once coppiced with a Hazel stump branching
into  several  smaller  trunks  near  the  hide.  At
this point do take a moment to step inside the
hide and see the uninterrupted views across
the water.

The Nature Reserve  volunteers  have carried
out management clearance in this area to help
amphibians, and ground nesting birds and to
improve the lighting levels which allow a wider
range of plants.

The path leads back to the main gate past a
lovely  Hornbeam tree  tunnel  and  the  end of
your  waterside  stroll.  You  will  have  had  an
opportunity to view dozens of different shrubs,
and  trees  and  a  unique  habitat  in  York.  We
hope  you  have enjoyed  your  walk  observing
the  trees  and  wildlife  in  the  New  Earswick
Nature Reserve.

This is the second New Earswick Tree Trail for
the village prepared by our group. The project
began in 2018 with a small group from the Folk
Hall  Gardening  group.  We  have  set  out  to
design  the  trail  to  be  wheelchair  accessible
and to stimulate interest in the trees that are
part of the Rowntree Garden Village. This trail has been made possible through the support
of the Nature Reserve Trustees, Joseph Rowntree Housing Trust staff and a keen group of
photographers:  Chris  Adams,  Sarah  Watson,  Kate  Hunt,  Rachel  Semlyen,  Audrey  and
Duncan Miller.
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